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Newsletter of the Midwest Antique Auto Club
Not affiliated with any national club.
An independent group of collectible vehicle enthusiasts.
Dedicated to the preservation of the antique/collectible automobile.

Presidents John & Karen Thurber Ph. (402)-496-7701
Vice President Clif Ellis Ph. (402)-397-4279
Secretaries Gloria & Tom Kannas Ph. (402)-681-5897
Treasurers Jim & Cheryl Cushman Ph. (402)-558-0150
Tour Committees Ed & Janet Hedegaard Ph. (402)-490-5909
Web Page Editors Tom & Linda Beiriger Ph. (402)-498-0598
Historian Clif Ellis Ph. (402)-397-4279

Meetings are held on the third Sunday of each month. The Board meets at 1:30 p.m. and the general meeting
begins at 2:00 p.m. during the months of November, January, February and March at the NEW _CASSEL
RETIREMENT CENTER at 900 N. 90t St., Omaha, NE 68114. During the summer months of April, May,
June, July, August, September and October, there are no inside meetings. In these months we have “Official
Car Tours” on the third Sunday of each month. Plus whatever extra tours may please us. There is no meeting
in December, that meeting is replaced by our annual Christmas banquet. All vehicles are welcome, any year,
make or model, but a drivable collectible/antique vehicle is not a requirement for membership. The latest
Steering Wheel can be found at https://midwestantigueautoclub.org.

The deadline for articles for the Steering Wheel is the last Saturday of the month.

The President’s Message

it Hello Everyone,

ik

' It was nice to see a good turnout at our June driving tour to
. Bayliss Park in Council Bluffs. Although it was a little warm,
we were able to find picnic tables in the shade and enjoy a nice
lunch.

¢ As | mentioned last month, Nate Bunch was generous enough
, to prepare some pullover shirts, t-shirts and travel mugs with
the Midwest Antique Auto Club logo and name. 1 will be
taking orders for shirts and cups through the end of July.
4 Please let me know if your interested in purchasing the items.
v Wi, ot . | really appreciate Nate providing the examples and setting the
the printing of our logo on the items.

We hope to see you at our tour in July at the Lorsch’s home in Kennard, NE.

John and Karen Thurber


https://midwestantiqueautoclub.org/

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

July 13" Driving Tour

We will be meeting at Jack and Susan Lorsch’s home at 6755 County Road 25 in Kennard NE from 1:00 p.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, July 13th for a car show. Jim and Susan will provide food for the club. The food starts at 4 p.m. Please
bring lawn chairs.

H&H Chevrolet All Chevy Show — July 21, 2024

H&H Chevrolet is sponsoring the All Chevy Show on Sunday, July 21 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 10801 S 150th St,
Papillion, NE 68138. The show is free to all owners of Chevrolet vehicles. The show hours will be advertised as 11am
— 3pm for the spectators. Boy Scout Troup #249 will be selling food and drinks throughout the day.

August 17th Driving Tour

We will be meeting at New Cassel Retirement Center at 900 N. 90" Street for a car show on Saturday, August 17th. The
time for the show will be from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. More information to come in the August Steering Wheel.

MEMBER NEWS

June Driving Tour — Thank you for everyone that showed up for our tour to Bayliss Park in Council Bluffs. Although
it was a little warm, we were able to have a picnic in the shade at Bayliss Park. Attendees were Dave and Ester Miller,
1931 Ford, Ed and Janet Hedegaard, 38 Chevy, Katie Moreno, 49 Chevy, Max Meier, 63 Lincoln, Tom & Gloria Kannas,
41 Buick, Roger & Eunice Bunch 52 Chevy, Nate & Megan Bunch, modern, Clif Ellis 52 Chevy, Delmar Bunch, 69
Chevy, Lance and Aleta Sulentic, 2005 Ford Mustang, and Randall & Ruth Lutes, modern. | hope everyone enjoyed the
event.

New members — | am happy to announce three new members. Steve Wakefield, 9947 Orchard Circle, Omaha NE
68127 and Randall & Ruth Lutes, 3824 N. 66 Street, Omaha NE 68104. | will have more information on our new
members in a future Steering Wheel.

MAAC Items for Sale - As I mentioned early, Nate Bunch works for Echo Group (we took a tour of Echo’s Council
Bluff’s facility a couple of years ago). Nate has generously provided examples of pullover shirts, t-shirts and travel
mugs with the Midwest Antique Auto Club logo printed on the items (see pictures below).
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The blue pullover collared shirt is $30 for Small to 4XL. The grey travel mug (with the MAAC logo) is $20.
The grey t-shirt is $20 for Small to 4XL. Please send me an email at jthurber971@gmail.com if you are interested in
purchasing an item. | would like to have a minimum of order 20 items for Nate to move forward with preparing the
items. Please let me know by the end of July if you are interested in purchasing the items.

MARKET SNAPSHOT: 1928-1931 FORD MODEL A
By Terry Shea — Hemmings Motor News

As far as cars go, the Ford Model T, with over 15 million sold, was about as successful as Henry Ford could have hoped for in his
wildest dreams. But by its final model year in 1927, Chevrolet outsold Ford by almost three to one. Ford needed a far more modern
car than the tough, but rudimentary T. Fortunately, Henry’s engineers and designers delivered a follow-up every bit as successful as
the Model T.

Ford manufactured more than 4.8 million Model A’s, with production beginning late in 1927 and ending in early 1932. Available in
a very broad range of body types, including various open and closed-roof options as well as truck and commercial versions, the
Model A has since become a staple of the collector car community. Though tastes change in this hobby, the Model A remains as a
valued collector car with a thriving community of enthusiasts, clubs and businesses supporting it.

Advertisement

We dug deep into every Ford Model A sold via Hemmings.com since the launch of Hemmings Auctions five years ago to get an
idea where values have been and where we think they are going. Read below for our detailed and in-depth interpretation of the
numbers.

The Ford Model A possesses about everything you could want in a collector car, particularly a vintage one. It drives like any other
conventional car from the 20th century with all three pedals doing exactly what you would expect them to do. The sliding-gear
transmission works more conventionally than the Model T’s planetary gearbox, giving the Model A a much shorter learning curve
for drivers.

The A’s 201-cu.in. flathead (L-head) inline-four was rated at 40 horsepower with the standard 4.22:1 compression ratio and single-
barrel carburetor. Power was delivered to the rear axle via a conventional three-speed, sliding-gear transmission. Mechanical drum
brakes operated on all four wheels. Suspension was similar to the Model T, as the Model A had transverse springs on both ends of
the car. The A was good for a top speed of 65 mph, though it would be best to avoid any high-speed roads without overdrive, which
brings us to another point of its appeal.

Model A parts are available in abundance, and not just for repair and restoration but also for upgrades. There are countless used parts
available and plenty of new ones, too, even when it comes to performance parts. Upgrades to the cylinder head, intake, exhaust,
ignition, transmission, rear end, electrical system, cooling and brakes all can enhance the safety and reliability without compromising
the classic driving experience.

Given the Model A’s long-standing appeal in the hobby, specialists remain supporting the hobby, with expertise in all aspects of the
car, including engine and driveline pros, body, interior—really just about any aspect of the vehicle. There are dedicated Model A
clubs with active chapters all over the country, just as the models are welcomed by general car clubs. Try going to any AACA
regional show without seeing at least a couple of Model A’s. Of all the calendars we publish at Hemmings, the Ford Model A
calendar is the only make or model specific one we produce. And there is no shortage of people buying them every year.

A Model A fan with plenty of experience with prewar Fords, Hemmings Associate Editor David Conwill sums up the appeal of the
Model A: “The 1928 to 1931 Ford Model A was a hit when new and has remained desirable to the present day in both stock and
modified form. By 1954, nostalgia for the iconic Ford was fueling the birth of the modern auto-restoration hobby alongside the
ongoing hot-rod boom. Thanks to its enduring popularity, well-understood nature, and strong aftermarket support, the Model A
remains an affordable, fun-to-drive vehicle that is easy to restore and maintain.”

We aggregated the data of all Ford Model A’s sold on Hemmings.com for the past five years to get a better understanding of the
market for these cars. We compared the average sold price and the average price with Hemmings 5% buyer’s fee included (which is
often the way most auction houses share sold vehicle pricing; it also reflects the total amount a winning bidder pays for a car). We
then looked at the median as well. Finally, we also included the performance against the final reserve for those vehicles sold via
auction or post-auction Make Offer in order to get a read on desirability. We did not include the direct Make Offer listings in that
final figure as it reserves do not apply to such listings.


mailto:jthurber971@gmail.com
https://www.hemmings.com/stories/author/25298712/
https://www.hemmings.com/store/detail?product_id=3024
https://www.hemmings.com/store/detail?product_id=3024

For the overall numbers, we included modified versions of the Model A, encompassing everything from period hot rod treatments
to full street rods with modern V8s, suspensions and interiors. We only included running and driving examples, foregoing project
cars and barn finds, though such vehicles are welcome in the Hemmings Marketplace. We also did not include no-reserve listings
when comparing the performance against reserves. We might have a lot of insight here in Hemmings, but we still can’t divide by
zero.

For the vast majority of collector cars, performance of fixed-roof and open-roof passenger cars can vary wildly even within one
model range. The Model A is no different, so we broke the data down into open and closed cars, once again including most modified
cars, but excluding commercial vehicles and closed-roof trucks.

In the general data, we did include commercial and special application Model A versions, such as fire apparatus, tow trucks, tracked
vehicles, and other commercial vehicles, including Model AA trucks, sedan deliveries and similar machines. While the great variance
in these types of vehicles precludes us from providing average values by specific type, their values are still relevant to the overall
average and median. The many commercial applications of the Model A and Model AA promise a near endless variety of specialty
vehicles available on the collector car market.

The first thing we noticed in the chart below is that the average value of Ford Model A’s sold via Hemmings Auctions and Hemmings
Make Offer listings has increased 20% since 2020, with the average price rising from $20,071 to $24,158. That’s a solid performance
that also happens to match nearly directly with the overall U.S. inflation rate of 21% over that same time period.

Generally speaking, that behavior is what could be expected from such a mature market as the Model A. It also tags the Model A in
general as a solid hedge against inflation. Perhaps the only collector car market as comprehensive and mature as the Model A segment
would be that of the Model T. But the story is a bit deeper than that and the Model A’s recent performance has actually been
somewhat of a bright spot.

AllModelA's Avgerage Sale Price AVDEAgSHEeWI Median Price I Wit Avg. Over Reserve
Fees Fees
2020 $20,071 $21,076 $19,000 $19,950 43%
2021 $20,604 $21,634 $18,500 $19,425 36%
2022 $23,458 $24,632 $22,000 $23,100 17%
2023 $18,729 $19,669 $17,000 $17,850 21%
2024 $24,158 $25,379 $17,250 $18,113 25%

Tastes change in the collector car market as enthusiasts go through different stages in life and different models are “discovered” by
people. Other models lose their luster, or prices fluctuate when an in-demand model has reached a certain saturation point. The
Model A is no different. Prices for the Model A peaked around 2006 and fell flat from 2010 until about 2014, when values began
climbing again. The bargain deals from 2012 are no longer as plentiful on the nicest examples, though driver-quality Model A’s
remain a solid part of the market. There has been some fluctuation since 2014, but the past few years have shown a buoyancy and
resiliency in Model A values.

Collector car prices dipped by a fair margin in 2023, particularly as inflation dug in and interest rates rose, which stifled the flow of
easy capital. The Model A was no exception to this market correction, with average prices dropping an average of 20% year over
year from 2022 to 2023. Prices even fell below the 2020 baseline in our data. However, when looking at the individual vehicles sold
in 2023, the term “older restoration” appears in the notes far more often than not, resulting in more cars judged driver quality than
concours ready. Another facet of change in the 2023 general collector car market was a marked increase in volume over recent years,
so these additional Model A’s offered are not surprising. An overall increase in volume also suggests more and more people trusting
the Hemmings online marketplace, a situation that inevitably means more cars of varying quality find their way to market. So far,
through the first six months of 2024, prices have rebounded some 29% over last year.

One other anomaly in the data that stands out is the variance between the median and average values that has shown up in 2024. The
explanation here is somewhat simple. With only a half years” worth of vehicle volume, particularly high- or low-priced examples
can readily send the two figures on divergent paths. Since the start of 2024, we have had four very strong Model A sales at $38,000
and higher, led by Hemmings own 1931 Model AA panel truck that sold for a fee-inclusive price of $53,550. The next highest
vehicle after those four sold at $24,045, followed by a number driver-quality examples below that. It all adds up to a median value
well below the average.

Just like most other collector cars, Model A’s with folding roofs perform better at auction. The differential over the past four years
shows buyers of open-top Model A’s paying an average of 26% more than for fixed-roof models. With roadsters, cabriolets, phaetons
and even open-cab pickups, there are plenty of open-air driving options when it comes to the Model A. Just the same, for the crowd
that prefers to be better protected from the elements, there were also plenty of fixed-roof body styles, from standard coupes to
Victoria coupes to Fordor and Tudor sedans, and town sedans, plus truck models, of course.


https://www.hemmings.com/stories/news/auction-market-reset-2023/
https://www.hemmings.com/auction/1931-ford-model-aa-bennington-vt-886831/sold

OpenModel A's Avgerage Sale Price Average Price with MédigriPrice Median Price with Average Over
Fees Fees Reserve
2020 $24,010 $25,210 $19,000 $19,950 44%
2021 $19,523 $20,499 $20,000 $21,000 37%
2022 $26,388 $27,708 $25,556 $26,834 9%
2023 $20,084 $21,088 $20,125 $21,132 23%
2024 $25,100 $26,355 $18,500 $19,425 -3%
Screenshot
Closed ModelA's | Avgerage Sale Price Average Price with Médisn Price Median Price with Average Over
Fees Fees Reserve
2020 $18,455 $19,380 $16,525 $17,352 38%
2021 $18,886 $19,830 $15,825 $16,617 40%
2022 $18,720 $19,658 $17,500 $18,375 18%
2023 $16,212 $17,030 $14,450 $15,173 14%
2024 $18,900 $19,870 $13,250 $13,913 33%

Price and desirability may seem to go hand in hand in the collector car market. When collectors first “discover” a model and the
bidding frenzy begins (think: air-cooled Porsche 911s some 15 years ago as the values started running up), winning bids will
frequently shatter reserves. That’s rarely the case with a model that has been considered a collectible for more than 70 years.
Reserves at Hemmings auctions are based on detailed market research and typically set in the lower half of the going market range.
When a model consistently outpaces reserves, it shows a level of desirability. For the past four years, the average sale price compared
to the reserve for both auction and post-auction Make Offer cars has been 26% better than reserve for all Model A’s. That number
demonstrates a strong desire for the car among bidders.

.Since our reacquisition for a crystal ball remains unfulfilled, we attempt to see what the future holds by looking at the recent past
market performance. Five years of data tells us that there remains a strong market for the Ford Model A, though not a huge potential
for significant growth that will outpace the broader market. Matt Litwin, Editor of Hemmings Classic Car, shares his recent
experience with the newfound appreciation of the Ford Model A among a new generation of collectors: “There’s been a revival of
using vehicles in an ‘experiential’ manner. This is where a simpler—and let’s face it—more affordable Model A comes into play.
It’s got a solid support network, can be easily altered for modern road use, and makes a perfect touring/experiential platform. All the
time we see these next-gen enthusiasts, who are more apt to go places and do things with their cars.” There you have it. Get a Model
A. Drive it. And when it comes time to sell it, you should expect to be able to get back at least your acquisition costs.
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